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Arts education can increase student
engagement.

Lets face it—for the most part, children like arts educa-
tion It is hands-on, has immediate rewards, focuseson
positive achievements, develops concrete products, and
fosters collaboration. The arts provide many opportuni-
ties for students to show off and demonstrate their skills
through authentic performance. The arts enable children
to grow in confidence and learn how to think positively

_ about themselves and learning.
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Children learn positive
habits, behaviors,
and attitudes.

L earning a musical instrument,

creating a painting, learning to

dance, or singing in a chorus

teaches that takine small steps;

practicing to get better at some-

thing; being persistent; and being

patient, even in the face of adversity,

are important for childrens srowth and
improvement. Students gain ﬁi}ﬁf&dﬁ?ﬁce as

they try to accomplish things that don't come easily.
_ In other words, learning an artistic discipline helps young

people develop character Students learn habits, behaviors,

_ and attitudes that are necessary for success in any field of
sideavor

_ The arts éﬁ%ﬁﬁi% creativity.

Imagine classes in which students create original artwork
filled with color that displays a creative use of space, they

develop their own rhythms, or they write and produce their
own plays. These classes provide a wonderful environment
for fostering creativity, which is an important skill to have in
a rapidly changing world. ' '
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ugn Smithsonian

Froe Online Conference on Wednesi oy, February 6

Tap into this free resource to add rich lessons to your
classroom. Explore civil rights through the Smithsonian
collections with curators, experts, and educators via live
presentations, demonstrations, and moderated forums.
You can participate in the live sessions or watch the
archived conference at http://africanamericanart.si.edu
 [conference.

This event is presented by the Smithsonian American
Art Museum and the Smithsonian National Museum of
African American History and Culture.
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skills.

- Thearts foster higher levels of thinkine that
carry over to learning other academic sub-
;ec?;s as well as to life outside of school.
Through the arts, children learn to
observe (What do you see in a paint-
ing?); interpret (How should we play
this music?); see different perspectives
(What is the artist’s perspective? What
_is your perspective?); analyze (Lets
take apart this play and study each part
separately); and synthesize (How do all
the parts of the dance fit tocether to cre-
_ ateawhole?). ‘

 The arts teach students methods
for learning language skills.
As students learn to read notes, compose music, play an
mstrument, memorize dance steps, create a painting, aﬁé

act in a drama, they are also learning how to develop new
concepts, build vocabulary, and understand a new language.

The arts help students learn mathematics.

The arts require measurement, number manipulation, and

~ proportional thinking, all of which foster mathematical
thinking. Students also learn patterns {(musical rhythms and

dance patterns), spatial and geometric relationships (visual
art patterns), and three-dimensional skills (making clay
models).

The arts expand on and enrich %eammg
in other subjects.

Works of art provide a visual context for learning about
historical periods. Music, painting, drama, and dance help
literature come alive. Graphic designs and drawings, such
as those made by inventors and engineers, complement
learning about scientific and technological principles and
innovations. '

Aesthetic learning is its own reward.

The arts teach young people about beauty, proportion, and
grace. Students can examine contlict, power, emotion, and
life itself. The power of the arts is in its wondrous ability to
give us joy, help us understand tragedy, promote empathy,
and make the written word come alive.




Students ;}r'af:t;ce %eamwsrk

1n developing a theatrical ,prodi;cti{;*ng group ;}erformam&, or
any type of collaborative artistic endeavor, students practice
the fine art of teamwork. As they work together, they learn
to understand differences and diversity and realize the ways
that teamwork contributes | to a great performance. Byalso
teaching students how to live and work together, the arts
contribute to making schools safer am:i more peamfai learn-

' ,ﬁg environments. '

i?&rts Sducation s just the ﬁéginning,

Theartsprovidean émp&&aﬁi avenue where children can
develop a passion for learning. Many children discover their
talents and interests through the arts an{i dre ms;}zfsd to pur-
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Arts Edumticn §rz Action

1 just gave 10 reasons why we need to support arts educa-

tion, but the proof that arts programs work is illustrated by
the success of arts education programs in the real world.
 Recently I visited three schools in the  Philadelphia, Penn,,
area in which the arts are making a huge dszsrence both fer
individual fulfillment and academic success,
_1In one local suburban school district, which has a mixed
_ ethnic and minority population, the arts are thriving, The

district is committed to implementing arts education at all

ievels and makes the arts a priority for its students, Even

in today’s tough economic times, the district budget funds
_multiple teachers of the arts in every school.

At the elementary level, children in this district learn
about well-known artists and their work, create their own
artwork, and share their artwork on Artsonia, a website
that describes itself as “the largest student art museum in
the world” (www.artsonia.com). Every child in the
district’s middle schools has the opportunity to either
play an instrument in a band or orchestraor be ina
choral group. 7
_ Every year, the middle schools and high school produce
student theatrical events that almost rival Broadway produc-
tions. Although this school district is not devoid of problems
in other areas, its arts programs stand out as beacons of
excellence that enrich student learning and help children
succeed academically.

[ recently observed another program in Philadelphia
designed for returning dropouts. Students gain confidence
that they can succeed and develop critical skills through par-
ticipation in arts courses. Amazing student artwork hangs in
the school’s hallways and on classroom walls.

' ,Isramé}er Philadelphia hig’é school that | work with
closely, students designed a beautiful mural for the library
and they regularly compose music, hang their artwork

; zhrsugh{mt the building, and put on shows for g}zrents and

outsiders,

 Give §tﬁ§éﬁt§ a Chance for Sﬁf:tass .

By redm:zzzg or %iimmatmg the arts from our educai‘imai

__ programs, we are reducing the likelihood of student success.

We lose programs that motivate children and provide them
with skills that help them succeed in school. We create an
education system that “fails” more students. Our students
lose a significant part of the educational experience that
enriches their lives and %zeig:zs them examine what it meaﬁs to

- be human.

Teachers, boards of eéucatmn, sapsrmte&dems princi-

pals, and the community all need to make a commitment to
preserve and expand arts programs rather than reduce {hasm
We can do this in many ways: train teachers how to incorpo-
rate the arts into their classes and curriculumy; use members
of the community and local arts organizations to help foster

_ arts education; find grant funds to support the arts; and,

ultimately, fund adequate msm%}%rs of arts educators in E?%Ei’ff
school and every program. —
Arts programs make a é.ifi&i“ﬁﬁ{le, and every f:hiié s%xsuié
have the opportunity to participate ina str{}zzg, multidimen-
sional arts prosram. The reality is that the arts have a power-
ful influence on children and learning, and they can make a

significant ditference in children’s lives. It takes

understanding, commitment, communica-
tion, and hard work to make sure that the
arts are an important and meaningtul

part of schooling. su -
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